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  FOREWORD


  



  
    I spent my early life going on demonstrations, my Communist parents would drag me through the streets of Liverpool and London a little placard in my hands, surrounded by marching legs and people playing trad jazz. I was so scarred by these childhood experiences that for three decades I avoided any kind of street protest until the utter injustice of the Iraq War drove even me out onto the streets.


    Since then I have taken part in many demonstrations and these photographs wonderfully capture the new spirit that is abroad. In the past demonstrations often seemed silly and irrelevant, now to take part in one seems the most important thing somebody can do.


    Alexei Sayle

    Writer and Broadcaster


    London 2010

  


  

  

  



  INTRODUCTION


  



  
    I live and work as a freelance photographer in London. I’ve been shooting and documenting major protests over the past year and I’ve noticed a change on all sides: everyone's conflicted.


    Police officers look unsure about whether to reach for their riot shields or engage with people’s hearts and minds. Protesters, fearful of their identities being added to databases, cover their faces, inadvertently becoming like the agitators the police are seeking. And the media has now become a target for both sides as everyone rushes to get their version of the story out.


    With the arrival of the web, Facebook and mobile phones, protests are constantly changing. As information travels faster and faster, each successive demonstration — and the way it is reported — takes on a separate, shaded personality. Mistakes that were made in one resurface in another. What some imagine only happens in other countries is now happening here. In the high street, in the capital and on the pages of anti-terror legislation being drafted in our names.


    It’s these changes seen in people's faces that I have tried to capture in the following photographs.


    Esper

    Photographer

    

    London 2010

  


  

  

  



  GAZA


  



  
    December 27, 2008. Israel launches a huge bombardment of the Palestinian-controlled Gaza Strip. Three days later, among the Christmas decorations of London’s fashionable High Street Kensington, crowds of protesters, some with children, push up against metal barricades outside the Israeli embassy.


    Flags burn. Women scream. Fists punch the air.


    Later, when I show people the photographs, their first reaction is always the same: “You took these where?” It’s as if this had to be somewhere else. Somewhere other than dear old London. As if somehow burning flags and baying crowds should only be found on the comfortable distance of a TV screen.


    Gaza has come to London with its own voice of protest.
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    A young girl looks up at her placard.

    The Arabic script translates as ‘Freedom for Palestine’.

    Kensington 2008
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    An old woman leans over the barricades.

    Kensington 2008
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    Surrounded by a large crowd of protesters, a Hasidic Jew waits for the megaphone so he can speak out against Israeli attacks in Gaza.

    Kensington, 2008
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    A young woman looks out across the top of her placard.

    Kensington, 2008

  


  


  


  [image: ]


  
    Away from crowd, a young woman walks by with her face covered.

    Kensington, 2008
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    The crowd sets fire to an Israeli flag outside the Israeli embassy.

    Kensington, 2008
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    A man holds a burning Israeli flag in front of the crowd.

    Kensington, 2008
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    Pushed up by the crowd, a young man punches the air in defiance.

    Kensington, 2008
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    A man shouts into a megaphone outside the Israeli embassy.

    Kensington, 2008
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